
Church of the Redeemer UCC         500 West Chocolate Avenue, Hershey, PA 17033 
email: info@redeemerchurchucc.org                  www.redeemerchurchucc.org            717-533-7300 

August 2017 CONTACT  

Pastor’s Page 
 
Grace and peace be ours from God who loves us so 
much that we can’t possibly begin to imagine what 
that’s like or what it means. We are so blessed! 
 
For those who were in worship on Sunday, 23 July 17, 
some of this may feel like déjà vu.  
 
Sometime in June, I don’t remember exactly when, I 
found a movie on demand called, The Secret. I didn’t 
read the short blurb before starting it. The first few 
minutes told me that this is not what I thought. It  
wasn’t the kind of movie I generally watched. Several 
times, I started to turn it off and stopped. Each time, one of the speakers said 
something that peaked my interest.  
 
The beginning of the film address a concept called the Law of Attraction. 
Simplistically, that means, if we think and believe that we won’t ever get a 
better job, we won’t. As hard as I may seem to fathom, the converse is  
likewise true. If we think and believe we will get a better job, we will. In  
other words, if we continually have negative thoughts and beliefs, we will 
continue to attract negative to us. Again, the reverse is correct. 
 
The week of 16 July, I was talking with someone and the movie came to my 
mind. I don’t recall if it were something he said. As I started to talk about the 
movie, his affect brightened. He told me he had a DVD of the movie. That 
was in response to my wondering how I could use the movie for a study 
group. So there was an obstacle overcome. I believe it had to do with my  
excitement and enthusiasm about the possibilities.  
 
Later that week as I was rummaging in the basement, I stumbled on a copy of 
the book! I had never seen it before. My wife, who is an avid reader, denied 
that it was hers. The writing on the pages did not belong to my mother or  
father. And the corner of the first page [where someone’s name may have 
been] was torn off. To say the least I was bewildered.  
 
The part of the movie that most peaked my interest is about the Art of  
Visualizing. There was example after example of positive and negative  
visualizing. I have come to the conclusion that, if we visualize a vibrant, 
growing congregation, Church of the Redeemer will become growing and  
vibrant. The warning: We can’t fake it. The Law of Attraction senses the true 
belief and works from there.  
 
So, let’s start building a vision. 
 

Pastor Jim 

August 13,  
Morning Worship at  
Hummelstown UCC 

10:25 AM 
 

This service is a landmark for 
Hummelstown UCC. As the 
congregation continues to 

emerge with Rev Denham as 
pastor, they would like to share 
their joy with us. Our tradition 
of working together prompts 
the invitation to worship with 

them. In the past, the  
Hummelstown congregation 

has shared two, outdoor  
summer services with us. This  

service replaces the second 
outdoor service. The worship 

experience will include  
receiving Holy Communion. 

Pastor Yoder will be  
participating in the service.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At this service we will hear 

from our Penn Central  
Conference Minister and  

President, Rev. Dr. Dawkins-
Smith! She is an ordained  

minister in the UCC and has 
served the wider church as a 

PCC delegate to General  
Synod and on the  

PCC Board of Directors.  

Rev. Jim Yoder 
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Those in attendance: Jonathan Bell, Thomas Bell, Jan Herr, 
Jim Yoder, and Nancy Zeigler.  
 
Treasurer's Report: From January until June 30, 2017  we 
have spent 41.66% of our 2017 budget and have an income 
of 44.20% of our budget. We have spent less than half of 
our budget. We are entering a period of decreased "giving"; 
but expect to be ok for the remainder of the year. Plumbing 
expense earlier this year has been paid. There was some 
discussion about benevolences and Jonathan will send  
money in for OCWM and Hartman Center. Budget  
presented by treasurer, Jonathan, accepted and approved.  
 
Reorganization of LT:  Tabled for next meeting. This  
special meeting will be held Tues 7/25 at 6:30pm. 
 
Interim Pastor's Report:   
 Jim, Dave and Jan Stong attended the Penn Central 

Conference Annual Conference in June. Jim and Bill 
Baker will attend an event hosted by the Penn Central 
Conference at Colonial Park UCC on Sunday 7/16;  

 Redeemer and Hummelstown UCC will hold their   
annual summer joint worship service and picnic on 
7/30. Details were discussed on chairs, grills, pavilion 
etc. With Dave Stong not being attendance to provide 
details, Nancy agreed to be in touch with him to gather 
details and report back to the LT.; 

 LT has come to the realization that many events and 
details at Redeemer are slipping through the cracks and 
feel it is time to reinstituting the "flower model". The 
Model is posted in the end classroom AND in the 
church office; 

 Redeemer will worship at Hummelstown UCC on 8/13 
where our PCCUCC Minister and President, Rev. Dr. 
Monica Dawkins-Smith, will be speaking.;  

 Jim reported that the Book study went well and a new 
book and schedule will be introduced this fall; 

 After 7/30 service, Jim will not be going out of town on 
vacation through August 6th, in which he will not be  
preaching. We discussed how we will handle this     
service, as those members who "filled in" in the past 
are not available. Jonathan recommended that we do 
another hymn sing.  Jim agreed that he will prepare and 
"put the service together". Bev and Sharon have       
handled this in the past; Nancy will speak to them 
about if they can take the lead and help;  

 
Old Business:  
Copier contract still in progress; Jonathan will speak to 
Maryann.  
 
Constitution/Bylaws Update: Some documentation has 
been found on a dot matrix printout. Jim is in the process of 
comparison with other documents found. Jim questioned 
the amendments; theses were ratified in 2008 according to 
Betsy. Jim's understanding is that one never cuts/pastes 

with new updated info so that the original can still be seen 
with the amended update also shown. LT received and  
reviewed this printed data. It is not clear when word 
"consistory" was dropped. It is clear there needs to be some 
clarity on these issues as we prepare for a settled minister.  
 
Congregational Letter: LT discussed plans to send a letter 
to the congregation regarding attendance at Redeemer. LT 
will review a rough draft of a letter to be emailed to all by 
Jim for any additions or corrections. LT will hold a special 
meeting July 25 to discuss the reorganization of LT and 
finalize the membership letter. 
 
2017 Planning Guide: 
9/16- ice cream stand at Hummelstown Arts Festival; 
9/17- Rally Day. This will be a different type of service 
with an all church birthday party included. At this time 
members will be encouraged to sign up for church roles/
responsibilities, or usher, greeter, altar flowers etc. 
10/01- World Wide Communion Day;  
 
Pastoral support to member process: LT discussed this last 
month particularly in relationship to hospitalized/ill  
members. We need to continue to think about a person (s) 
who would be willing to prepare and document a process. 
These individuals would not necessarily be performing the 
actual duties.  
 
New Business: 
 Sunday school teacher: The group discussed the issue 

of not having any youth beyond MHS kids at            
Redeemer.  At this time, a note will be placed in the 
bulletin to ask the congregation for discussion/action.  
Jan agreed to prepare this note.  

 Office check list in absence of Maryann: A survey 
should be done with persons "relieving" Maryann to 
understand if notes/directions left were understood and 
helpful. Any relevant additions should be added by 
(these) appropriate persons. Maryann will return to   
regular office hours July 31.  

 Bulbs Out: Jonathan has been informed that several 
light bulbs are out in Fellowship Hall. He will ask Dick 
Conrad to do this replacement 

 UCC Homes Update: Jan reported on behalf of Audrey 
Baker regarding the Annual UCC Homes Meeting. The 
UCC Homes is their 54th year. Long term care is the 
most regulated "industry."  The UCC Auxiliary donated 
$2500 to each UCC Home last year.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15pm. Next regular monthly     
meeting is 8/10. Jan to provide devotions.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jan Herr, LT Secretary 
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   August Birthdays 
 

03-Marion Glenn 
04-Joshua Kembel 
05-Lauren Baker 
07-Benjamin Masters 
12-Pam Mongold 
14-Pat Hottenstein 
15-Paula Sube 
15-Johanna Hanisch 
16-Ramon Villafane 
20-Lonny Blough 
21-Bill Baker 
25-Laura Bruaw 
25-Lisa Shaffer 
26-Judith deChamplain 
28-John Ferris IV 

August Baptism Birthdays 
 

     12-Barry Mongold (1956) 
     26-Cama Enders (2007) 

CONTACT Newsletter  
 

Thank you to the Herr Family for  
sponsoring this issue!  Almost 30 are 
mailed to those without email, so by 
sponsoring the CONTACT, it helps us 
offset the cost of the stamps and paper to print them.  
The sponsorship list is on the bulletin board across 
from the office,  so please sign up now! It’s only 
$35. 

August Wedding Anniversaries 
 

06-Bill & Anita Wenrich (1960) 
06-Philip & Becki Masters (1988) 
07-Charles, Jr. & Sharon Shaffer (1976) 
08-Terry & Becky LaFountain (1975) 
18-William & Audrey Baker (1956) 
25-Andy & Lindsey Underkoffler (2012) 

August-September Worship Series 
The book study prompted some enthusiasm and excitement. We talked about 
Signs of the Spirit and Signs of the Times. These themes were bundled inside a 
premise about the future of Redeemer Church. This worship series is a spin-off  

              from the book study and the participants will be assisting in the presentation.  
 

The Signs of the Spirit are four Greek words. And there is an inward and an outward nature to each of them. 
 
Kerygma is about Telling God’s Story. There are many ways we tell it. It’s  
possible there are some ways that we might not even realize we are. It is helpful  

              and more productive to be intentional about the kerygma of the church.  
 
Leitourgia is about Celebrating God’s Story. Technically we do that every time 
we have a baptism, take in new members, confirm children, and receive Holy 
Communion. On that Sunday we will affirm the baptism of one person who is  

               becoming part of our body of Christ, and we will sit at the Lord’s Table. 
 
Diakonia is Doing God’s Story. The word deacon is an anglicized version.  
Traditionally, the deacons in the church are responsible for taking care of  
members of the church. They also take God’s story into the community in a  

              variety of ways. 
 
Koinonia is about Being God’s Story. The sense of fellowship, community, and 
togetherness embrace being. Even though Koinonia brings us together as people 
of God, it extends farther than us. It is acceptance of ideology and practice that  

              may make us uncomfortable. Acceptance is different than tolerance; the latter has 
              a sense of arrogance and condescendence that separates us from another. We need 
              to answer the question: Does it also separate us from God in any way? 

 
Rally Day is the morning we bring it all together. We will celebrate Everyone’s 
Birthday, to identify ways we will participate in the life of the church [lector, 
greeter, usher, counter, office assistant and more] during the following year.  

              Although neither Baptism nor Holy Communion are scheduled that day, it will be 
              a day we celebrate who we are and where we want to go. 
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Goodwill Donations 
 
Remember, at Redeemer, we donate 
clothing and household items to Goodwill 
in Palmyra. Their Mission Statement: 
Goodwill works to enhance the dignity 

and quality of life of individuals and  
families by strengthening communities, eliminating 
barriers to opportunity, and helping people in need 
reach their full potential through learning and the 
power of work. A donation bin is located in the end 
classroom at Redeemer (by water fountain).   

Used Stamp Collection 
 

Why do we collect stamps that have  
already gone through the mail and have 
been stamped by the post office or “cancelled?”  We 
collect them for the Lebanon Valley Brethren Home 
in Palmyra.  A stamp dealer comes once a month to 
the Home and buys the stamps for collectors around 
the world.  Last year the Brethren Home made over 
$10,000 and that money is put toward unbudgeted 
items at the Home! So please clip off the used,  
actual stamp and put them in the basket in the  
narthex/lobby of the church, above coat rack labeled 
“stamps.”  

Hershey Food Bank 
 
A donation bin is located in the end 
classroom at Redeemer (by water 
fountain).  Current needs are: Canned 
meats and stews; Cereal; Chunky soups; Canned 
fruits/Applesauce; Baked Beans; Tuna; Pancake mix 
& syrup; Spaghetti and spaghetti sauce; Paper  
Towels; Diapers (sizes 4 thru 6); Adult Depends 
(med & lg); Shampoo; Laundry soap; Toothpaste; 
and Gift cards to local supermarkets.   
 
The Hershey Food Bank has been serving the Derry 
Township community for almost 50 years and is 
located at 120 E. Derry Road. Contact us at  
hersheyfoodbank@verizon.net  or call us at  
717-520-3143 to schedule an appointment.   

Child Sponsorship Coffee  
On Hiatus - Enjoy a K-Cup 

 
 

The Weekly Child Sponsorship Coffee 
is on hiatus for the summer, however 

monetary donations will be gladly accepted and you 
can take k-cup to enjoy at home!  
 
Please know that any money raised this summer will 
go toward helping Sangay (from India), Moses (from 
Jamaica), and Metetwa (from Zimbabwe)! 

Moses Sangay Metetwa 

Giant and Karns Grocery Stores 
 offers non-profit organizations an opportunity to raise money by 

us selling their gift cards! 
 

We sell Giant and Karns Gift Cards the first and third Sunday of every month,  
and get to keep 5% of each card sold! Remember, that we need to sell ALL the cards for a  

particular store, then pay them for the cards we sold before we can pre-order more cards to sell.   

Donate Your Old Cell Phone to HopeLine 
 

Survivors of domestic violence typically can’t use their old mobile devices once they’ve left their abusers 
and HopeLine will refurbish your old cell phone to assist many in need.  Here’s how: 
 
1. Erase any data from the phone and disconnect the phone’s service with your wireless provider. 
2. Remove any storage cards and SIM cards from the phone. We thoroughly refurbish donated phones. 
3. Place your wireless phone from any service provider along with the battery, charger and any accessories   
    you wish to donate in a plastic bag in the bin above the coat rack in the lobby. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  

2 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

3 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

5 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

6 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

7 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

8 
 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  

9 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

10 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

12 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

13 
 
 

Worship AT  
H-Town UCC 

1025am 
AA - 3pm 

14 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

15 
 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  

16 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

17 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

19 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

20 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

21 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

22 
 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  

23 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

24 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

26 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

27 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

28 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

29 
 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  

30 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

31 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

  

August 2017 



                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church of the Redeemer UCC 
500 W. Chocolate Avenue 
Hershey, PA 17033 
TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 

 
 


