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Monthly Newsletter 

    Betsy E. Bruaw, Pastor 
    Jeannette Juhala,  
                             Organist 
    Michael Wojdylak,  
                     Choir Director 
    Maryann Bruce,  
                   Office Manager 
    Ministers,  
                     Every Member  

Please submit your  
information for  

CONTACT 
by the 15th  

of each month! 

 

Joint Worship Service 
AT Hummelstown  

United Church  
of Christ 

Ash Wednesday 
February 10 

7:30 pm 

My dear Redeemer Family, 
 
Many years ago at my  
baptism, you, my Redeemer 
church family, made a  
promise to my parents and to me 
to offer your love, support, and 
care as I grew into who God  
created me to be.  I have felt the 
lasting embrace and sincerity of 
that promise for my entire life, 
but last Saturday sticks out in my 
mind as one of those times when I felt the full weight and joy of 
the covenant we made with one another.  Thank you, Thank you, 
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for your prayers, your 
excitement, your efforts, your coffee cake, and your time.  
Thank you to those who were able to make it to my  
Ecclesiastical council, those who read my ordination paper, and 
those who made your presence known to me through prayer and 
positive thought.  My faith journey and my journey towards  
ordination is something that I have put effort into and something 
that I value immensely, but it does not solely belong to me.  My 
journey is made up of all of you, just as all of our journeys are 
made up of one another.  We are “inextricably intertwined”, 
“bound together and finely woven”.  What a joy it was to be 
with you last Saturday, what a joy it will be to celebrate together 
on April 3rd, and what a joy it continues to be to journey side by 
side with you as a member of the same church family.  For all 
these things, and for you all, I give thanks. 

 

 
All my love, 

 
Addie 



 

USHER CAPTAIN FOR FEB. - Dave Stong (533-2696) 
 

February 7 Greeter -  Bill Bruaw 
  Ushers - Alan and Sherri McLin 
  Lay Reader -  Kim Merkert 
  Offering Counter - Sharon Thomas 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

February 14 Greeter -  Jan Herr 
  Ushers - Chelsea and Jan Stong  
  Offering Counter - Nancy Zeigler (count 1/16) 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

February 21 Greeter -  Kim Merkert 
  Ushers - Pam Mongold and Lois Wood 
  Lay Reader -  Bev Patton 
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - Lois Wood 
 

February 28 Greeter -  Bev Patton 
  Ushers - Richard and Shirley Conrad 
  Offering Counter - Sharon Thomas 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

USHER CAPTAIN FOR MARCH - Alan McLin (533-5977) 
 

March 6 Greeter -  Josh Bruaw 
  Ushers - Robert Martin 
  Lay Reader -  Phyllis Phelps 
  Offering Counter - Nancy Zeigler 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

March 13 Greeter -  Dave Stong 
  Ushers - Richard and Shirley Conrad  
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

March 20 Greeter -  Sharon Thomas 
  Ushers - Alan and Sherri McLin 
  Lay Reader -  Chelsea Stong 
  Offering Counter - Sharon Thomas 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

March 27 Greeter -  Nancy Zeigler 
(Easter) Ushers - Lois Wood and Jan Stong 
  Offering Counter - Nancy Zeigler 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

February - Sharon Thomas 
March - Chelsea Stong 
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REMEMBER OUR  
SHUT INS!  

 

A card or visit will brighten 
their day and warm your heart! 

 

Mary Grunden 
VibraLife Senior Living 
707 Shepherdstown Rd. #615 
Mechanicburg, PA  17055 
 

Ken Lawyer 
Frey Village 
1020 N. Union Street, #227 
Middletown, PA  17057 

Important Message  
to Greeters and Ushers 

 
 

If you are scheduled to usher or 
greet on a particular Sunday, and 
you are not available, PLEASE 
CALL the usher  captain (not the 
church office) for that month, as 
soon as possible, so that they can 
find a replacement for you.   
 
Usher  Captains - please let the 
church  office know of the change 
so that correct email reminders may 
be sent to the appropriate people.  
Ushers and greeters, plan to  arrive 
at 9AM the Sunday you are to serve. 

2016 FLOWER CHART  

The 2016 sign up sheet is  
posted in the  hallway across 
from the office.  Sign up to 
place flowers in honor of  

or in memory of a loved one. 



Page 3 February 2016 CONTACT 

1-14-16 Leadership Meeting Minutes Summary 

The meeting was called to order by Josh Bruaw. New 
members, Judith deChamplain, Nancy Zeigler, and 
Tom Bell, were welcomed. 
 
New officers were elected:  
-Co-presidents: Josh Bruaw and Judith deChamplain  
-Secretary: Jan Herr 
-Treasurer: Jonathan Bell with assist from Tom Bell 
 
Pastor's Report: Announcements to be shared with 
congregation: 
1. After last flowers meeting, it was decided that  
we would have a speaker for Faith, Science and  
Technology Sunday.  Speaker George Simms, MD, 
will be at the 1/31/16 service. 
2. Concerning One Great Hour of Sharing related to 
disaster response, Bill and Ellen Matten will speak at 
the 3/06/16 service. They will be traveling to Texas to 
help residents. 
 
First meeting of Love Casts Out Fear was powerful, 
meaningful and supportive to those who attended. All 
local schools have been supportive, especially Derry 
Township. Meetings will continue January 25 and 
twice a month thereafter. In relationship to this work 
with children, a "Safe Church Policy” must be  
considered for the church; Betsy and Josh already 
have federal and state clearances. 
 
Rekeying process was discussed as well as a need to 
have certain additional internal doors locked (the  
office, banner room, youth room, classroom by water 
fountain, conference room, and meals on wheels door.  
Arrangements for unlocking these doors etc will be 
discussed. Also, other than specific church members 
having a initial entry key, other key holders (i.e.  
meeting leaders) will have a required key deposit. 
Boiler room and office key will be removed from the 
conference room.  Only "registered" meeting groups 
will be entitled to receive a key. As this plan with  
specifics has been previously discussed and approved, 
Josh, Betsy, and Maryann will establish the date for  
re-keying to take place. Prior to this, the number of 
keys needed will have to be established. 
 
During Secco’s regular/routine check in, Betsy asked 
repairman to check thermometer due to it  

malfunctioning.  He confirmed that it  
is indeed broken. The church  
purchased this item for $300 with 
no additional labor or service charge. 
Leadership team agreed this was  
necessary. 
 
Treasurer's Report: The 2015 year end 
report was reviewed; all 2015 bills 
have been paid. There had been some  
question as to whether fees from 
groups meeting in church are  
appropriate. This was researched and the answer is 
yes.  Treasurer explained "restricted income".  A 2015 
report will be submitted in the February CONTACT. 
The Treasurer will formulate a committee for  
auditing.  
 
Old Business: Josh will discuss plumbing issues/
status, formerly known as "the big dig", with Dave 
Stong, who continues to coordinate this effort. 
 
Concerning changes in pastoral duties and Redeemer's 
future, Jan Herr will call the conference office to  
request informational data for study and review by 
leadership as to how best to move forward,  
understanding the best interest for all parties. It will be 
made clear to the conference office that Betsy is well 
aware of this request. Next flower meeting will be 
1/25; plans/coordination for months of April/May/
June will be discussed. 
 
New Business: A gift for Addie Stong's ordination was 
discussed. It was decided that a stole will be  
purchased by the church, with members understanding 
that they can contribute to this stole cost or do as they 
wish with a personal gift. Any monies collected in  
excess of the stole fee, will be given to Addie. 
 
Meeting was adjourned with prayer at 8:40pm. Next 
meeting will be 2/11/16. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Jan Herr 
2016 Leadership Secretary 
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Weather Closing  
Announcements 

 

We are registered with  WGAL to  
announce any closing at Redeemer 

due to an emergency or weather.  Closures are  
usually based on the other churches in the Hershey 
area, or by looking out the window, you would 
have a pretty good indication of if we’d be open. 

Year End  
Statements 

 
 

If you would like your 2015 giving 
statement, please let Maryann 
Bruce know in the office if you 
would like an emailed copy or a 
hard copy and she will process it 
immediately for you. 

Love Casts Out Fear:  
a Support Group for 
Survivors of Bullying  

 
Group Continues  

      February 8 & 22 
 
 
The journey has begun! The first gathering of LCOF 
saw us playing and sharing together. The group  
suggested activities including, yoga, poetry writing, 
collages, a song compilation CD and plant growing 
that will be part of future gatherings. Participants are  
encouraging each other to invite friends and  
classmates. 
 
Remember, the next gatherings are FEBRUARY 8 & 
22 at 4pm in the main floor classrooms of Church of 
the Redeemer.  
 
Questions may be directed to Rev. Betsy E. Martin 
Bruaw, pastor of Church of the Redeemer, at  
717-533-7300 or by email at  
pastor@redeemerchurchucc.org.  

Souper Bowl Soup Luncheon and Soup Can Drive 
Sunday, February 7, after worship 

 

Join us for a yummy, warm belly filling luncheon after worship next month,  
February 7th.  This potluck fellowship (drinks to be provided) will be held in  

Fellowship Hall.  Everyone bring a salad, bread, and/or soup to share with all.  Please bring 
cans of soup for donation to the Hershey Food Bank.  Questions?  Please see Jan Stong. 

Redeemer’s Night of Hockey  
with the Hershey Bears!   

 
Please join us on Sunday, February 28th at 5:00 
PM as the Bears play the Utica Comets.  Tickets 
are only $20 each with a Labatt Blue Pint Glass 
being the give away (tickets reduced to $15.75 
each if we get more than 15 people to attend - so 
invite your friends and neighbors). 
 

Please sign-up on the order sheet on 
the bulletin board across from the 
church office.  Sign-up deadline is 
February 14.   
 
See Bill Bruaw if you have any questions. 

Hershey Ministerium  
Community Midweek Services 

   
Ash Wednesday, February 10 at St. Joan of Arc 
     Wednesday, February 17 at Derry Presbyterian 
Wednesday, February 24 at Hershey Evangelical Free 

 
All services begin promptly at 12:10 pm. A luncheon follows from 
12:50 - 1:30 pm with a requested donation of $3.00 per person.  
 
Pastor Betsy preaching March 9 at Derry Presbyterian...save the date! 
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Year-End 2015 Treasurer’s Report 
 
As discussed at the December Congregational meeting, the  
income and expenses for 2015 are being are reported in this 
month’s Contact.  As is reflected 2015 was a difficult year for 
Redeemer to meet its financial obligations.  Monies received 
from the offering plate, outside groups, and other sources  
including fundraising were not sufficient to cover all of  
Redeemer’s expenses.  The income minus expenses reflects a 
negative balance of $52,256. 
 
Those expenses included paid were taxes and pension  

obligations that were in arrears from previous years.  Leadership decided to withdraw funds from the 
Parsonage fund at its May 20 meeting to pay for these and the Congregation was informed of this  
action in the letter that went sent in June of this year.  This is reflected as the $27,000 in the income 
section. 
 
The outstanding balance of $25,256 reflects the remaining balance of income minus expenses.  In an 
effort to reflect the payment of the excess expenses, the amount is shown as coming from the Money 
Market account.  The amount does include the checking balance from Dec 31, 2014 and some other 
monies that had were discovered when reconciling the checking account.  The remaining funds did 
come from the Money Market account and were applied the appropriate expenses as necessary. 
 
The expenses are minimal and reflect the costs associated of running a church without any  
unnecessary expenditure.  Income from offering is extremely generous, but reflects a smaller number 
in attendance on a weekly basis.   External groups are covering their fair share of expenses and are 
part of Redeemer’s outreach.  Week to week Redeemer can pay the bills, but expenses that are due 
quarterly and yearly and are causing financial stress due to the larger expenditure.  These expenses 
include taxes, insurance, and pension payments.  Leadership, as announced at the budget meeting in  
December, is exploring options in the Pastoral position to reduce expenses further. 
 
Please ask me if you would like more clarification on anything or if you have any questions. 
 
The four page report is available upon request.  It can be mailed or emailed to you.  A few copies are 
available at the rear of the sanctuary.                                                                    Jonathan Bell,  

Treasurer 

Sanctuary Lights 
 
The bottom 32 light bulbs in the eight hanging list fixtures located in the sanctuary have been 
replaced with LED light bulbs.  The LED bulbs were a donation from church member Tim 
Conrad. The top 32 light bulbs in the hanging light fixtures are still the old style incandescent 
light bulbs (for now). Thank you Tim! 

--Richard Conrad 
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Welcome to our Building! 
 

We are a church with open walls, and we welcome all the groups  who use our facilities!  Mindful 
of energy costs and the call to all of us to care for the earth and its resources, Church of the  
Redeemer needs your help!  We want to encourage each person who uses the building to do some 
simple things to help us use our  energy resources more efficiently and maintain our building for 
the future. 

 
1. As you enter or exit the building, ensure that the door closes and latches behind you.  
2. Inside the building,  be sure to close the doors to the room in which you are meeting as you leave.  This is 

especially important for rooms where building thermostats are located, so that the drafts from outside 
doors do not trigger the heat (in winter) when not needed. 

3. Use lighting efficiently in the building; turn off restroom or hallway lights when leaving an area. 
4. Turn off water faucets completely after use, and report running toilets or other water issues to the office. 
5. Help us to recycle; use the blue bin located outside the front door, to recycle! 

 

Child Sponsorship Coffee After Worship 
 

The Weekly Child Sponsorship Coffee offers hot, brewed Fair Trade coffee, by donation, during 
fellowship time after worship. Funds raised go 

towards our three children Redeemer sponsors.  
 

So grab your favorite re-usable mug  
and enjoy your cup of Joe  knowing that funds go  

toward helping Sangay, Moses, and Metetwa ! Moses Sangay Metetwa 

Love INC Update 
 
 

Send your love or a caring message to a friend this Valentine’s Day.  Roses will be  
delivered Saturday February 13, 2016; Business Deliveries may be requested for Friday 
February 12, 2016.  Proceeds benefit Love INC of Greater Hershey.  Want to help prepare 
and deliver roses?  Lots of caring hands and drivers are needed Thu. 2/11 – Sat. 2/13/16. 
Order online at www.loveincgreaterhershey.org/event/share-the-love/ 
 

 
Love INC. will move to their new location at 245 East Derry Road in Hershey (near the 
railroad tracks by Derry Presbyterian) and will be closed through 2/3; however they will be 
checking messages for any urgent needs that arise. They will have limited hours 2/4 from 
9AM-2PM, returning to normal hours the week of 2/8: Mon./Tues/Thu 9AM - 2PM.  Their 
phone number has not changed and remains 717-835-0101. 
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BLUE MOUNTAIN  
THRIFT STORE 

NEW, LARGER LOCATION 
 

 

We are now located in the North Londonderry Square 
retail plaza, next to Family Dollar, near Flagship 
Cinemas in Palmyra!  Our address is 66 N.  
Londonderry Square in Palmyra and our phone  
number is still the same at 717-867-1595.  We accept  
clothing, household items, furniture, etc. to be sold or 
re-donated to persons in need.  Trucks are available to 
pick up any donations you may have.  Call them if 
have a donation that needs to be picked up! 

Used Stamp Collection 
 

Why do we collect stamps that have  
already gone through the mail and have 

been stamped by the post office or “cancelled?” 
 

We collect them for the Lebanon Valley Brethren 
Home in Palmyra.  A stamp dealer comes once a 
month to the Home and buys the stamps for collectors 

around the world.  Last year the Brethren Home made 
over $10,000 and that money is put toward  
unbudgeted items at the Home!  
 

So each day, after you have gone through your mail, 
just  clip off the used, actual stamp (no pre-printed 
stamp that some businesses use) from the right hand 
corner.  Put them in the basket in the narthex/lobby of 
the church, above coat rack labeled “stamps.”  

Recycle Your Old Magazines! 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central PA 
is collecting   magazines,   catalogues, and any 
glossy paper to be recycled for cash.  Money 
earned will help support the Ronald McDonald 
House of  Hershey.  Magazines and glossy paper can be 
deposited in the green containers at: 
 

 Ronald McDonald House, 745 West Governor Road,  
Hershey    

 Hershey Entertainment Offices, across from Chocolate 
World entrance        

 Klick-Lewis Dealership, Palmyra Cherry Street  
      between Duke and Prince (behind dealership) 
 McDonald’s, 745 E. Cumberland Street, Lebanon 

Hershey Food Bank 
 

Come visit us at 120 East Derry Road! 
 
Items needed - Chunky Soups, Spaghetti 
Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Tuna, Baked 

Beans, Canned Pineapple, Peaches and Pears, Apple Sauce, 
Tooth Paste, Soap, and Shampoo. A bin for item collections is 
located in the end room classroom on the main level (near the 
water fountain). HFB is an all volunteer organization where 
all donations are used to help the over 1,100 individuals they 
assist every month. They provide about 22,000 lbs. of food 
every month to neighbors in need! Have questions or do you 
wish to volunteer? Call 717-520-3143 or email at 
hersheyoodbank@verizon.net. 

CONTACT Helpline  
provides free,  
confidential  
listening,  Health and 
Human Services  
information and referral 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week for over 40 years.  CONTACT Helpline is 
looking for volunteers to answer calls. Training will 
be provided and shifts are flexible.  Please consider 
helping this community organization and gain  
rewarding work!   Questions? Call Kelly at  
717-652-4400 or visit www.contacthelpline.org. 

Giant and Karns Grocery Stores 
 offers non-profit organizations an opportunity  

to raise money by us selling their gift cards! 
 

 

We sell Giant and Karns Gift Cards the first and third  
Sunday of every month, and get to keep 5% of each card 
sold!  Remember, that we need to sell ALL the cards for a  
particular store, then pay them for the cards we sold 
(minus our 5%  - of course) before we can pre-order more 

  cards to sell.  So the quicker we sell out, the quicker we can order more! 
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Birthdays 
 

05-Kati Ferriss Anderson 
15-Jeffrey Shaffer 
15-Ann Bickelman 
18-Patti Jo Hibshman 
23-Gerald Worley 
24-Charles Shaffer, Jr. 
26-Jackson Bruce 
27-Daniel Juhala 

February Redeemer Happenings 

Baptism Birthdays 
 
 

                                                  02-Ethel Curran (1933)  

CONTACT Newsletter  
 
Please consider sponsoring an issue of 
the Church  of the Redeemer monthly  
newsletter, CONTACT.   Almost 30 
are mailed to those without email and/or who live a 
far, so by sponsoring the CONTACT, it helps us 
offset the cost of the stamps.  The 2016 Sponsor 
Sheet is now on the bulletin board and has some 
openings if you wish to sponsor the CONTACT. 

Happy Anniversary 
 

Nelson and Maryann Bailey  
  February 20th 

A Mandala for 
You to Color 

 
Mandalas  
are sacred,  

circular shapes, 
universally  

recognized as  
symbols of peace, 

creativity, and  
inspiration. 

 
Grab some  
crayons or  

colored pencils, 
find a word  
or phrase  

from  
scripture  

to  
meditate with  
and embrace  

the peace. 
 

-Pastor Betsy 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 
 

AA - noon 
Flower Meeting 

630 pm 
OA - 730 pm 

2 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

3 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

4 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

AA-Noon 

6 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

7 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Souper Bowl 

Sunday Potluck 
AA - 3pm 

8 
 
 

AA - noon 
Bullying Support 

Group - 4 pm 
OA - 730 pm 

9 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

10 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Ash Wednesday 
Service -730 pm 
at H-town UCC 

11 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

12 
 

 

 

AA-Noon 

13 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

14 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

15 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

16 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

17 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

18 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

19 
 

 

 

AA-Noon 

20 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

21 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

22 
 
 

AA - noon 
Bullying Support 

Group - 4 pm 
OA - 730 pm 

23 
 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

24 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

25 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

26 
 

 

 

AA-Noon 

27 
 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

28 
 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

29 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

     

February 2016 
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500 W. Chocolate Avenue 
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