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    Jeannette Juhala,  
                             Organist 
    Michael Wojdylak,  
                     Choir Director 
    Maryann Bruce,  
                   Office Manager 
    Ministers,  
                     Every Member  

Please submit your  
information for  

CONTACT 
by the 15th  

of each month! 

What Goes Up,  
Must Come Down 

 

 
Please stay after worship on 

January 10 to help un-decorate 
the sanctuary from the  

holidays.  All help is wel-
come! 

 
 

Thank you to ALL who make 
our Advent Season  

so beautiful and meaningful! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

To all 
 

who made 
 

Advent and Christmas 
 

so very meaningful and joyous, 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

Advent Candle lighters‐ Bakers, Bells, Bruaws & Bickelmans 

 
Early Christmas Eve Worship Reader ‐ Kemmy Himmelberger 

 
To the members of the Chancel Choir and Bell Choir for wonderful music 

 
To Maryann Bruce, Michael Wojdylak and Jeannette Juhala for generous efforts 

 
May 2016 bring to the human family a renewed spirit  of hope, joy, love and peace! 

 
 

Thanks  
And Many 
Blessings, 

 
Pastor Betsy 



 

USHER CAPTAIN FOR JANUARY -  Bill Baker (566-2807) 
 
January 3 Greeters -  Bill & Audrey Baker 
  Ushers - Pam Mongold & Chelsea Stong 
  Lay Reader -  Josh Bruaw 
  Offering Counter - Bill Baker 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 
January 10 Greeters -  Richard & Shirley Conrad 
  Ushers - Jan Stong & Lois Wood 
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 
January 17 Greeters-  Robert Martin & Phyllis Weikel  
  Ushers - Bill and Audrey Baker  
  Lay Reader -  Sharon Thomas 
  Offering Counter - Sharon Thomas 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - Nancy Zeigler 
 
January 24 Greeters -  Lois Wood &  Jan Stong 
  Ushers - Dick & Shirley Conrad 
  Offering Counter - Nancy Zeigler 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - Mongold/Thomas 
 
January 31 Greeters -  Pam Mongold & Chelsea Stong 
  Ushers - Robert Martin & Richard Conrad 
  Lay Reader -  Judith de Champlain 
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 

USHER CAPTAIN FOR FEB. - Dave Stong (533-2696) 
 

February 7 Greeters -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Ushers - Sign up or call church to help 
  Lay Reader -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 
February 14 Greeters -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Ushers - Sign up or call church to help  
  Offering Counter - Sharon Thomas 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 
 
February 21 Greeters -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Ushers - Sign up or call church to help 
  Lay Reader -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Offering Counter - Nancy Zeigler 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - Lois Wood 
 
February 28 Greeters -  Sign up or call church to help 
  Ushers - Sign up or call church to help 
  Offering Counter - Richard Conrad 
  Altar Flower Sponsor - OPEN 

ALTAR GUILD 
 

January - Nancy Zeigler 
February - Sharon Thomas 
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REMEMBER OUR  
SHUT INS!  

 

A card or visit will brighten 
their day and warm your heart! 

 

Mary Grunden 
VibraLife Senior Living 
707 Shepherdstown Rd. #615 
Mechanicburg, PA  17055 
 

Ken Lawyer 
Frey Village 
1020 N. Union Street, #227 
Middletown, PA  17057 

Important Message  
to Greeters and Ushers 

 
 

If you are scheduled to usher or 
greet on a particular Sunday, and 
you are not available, PLEASE 
CALL the usher  captain (not the 
church office) for that month, as 
soon as possible, so that they can 
find a replacement for you.   
 
Usher  Captains - please let the 
church  office know of the change 
so that correct email reminders may 
be sent to the appropriate people.  
Ushers and greeters, plan to  arrive 
at 9AM the Sunday you are to serve. 

2016 FLOWER CHART  

The 2016 sign up sheet is  
posted in the  hallway across 
from the office.  Sign up to 
place flowers in honor of  

or in memory of a loved one. 

See  
 

Page 8  
 

for what 
 

kind of   
 

help is  
 

needed  
 

each  
 

Sunday 
 

and 
 

sign up  
 

to help.   
 

╬  

 
Clipboards  

 
are on  

 
the back  

 
pew in  

 
the  

 
sanctuary. 
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12-13-15 Congregational Meeting Minutes Summary 

The Annual Congregational Meeting of The Church 
Of The Redeemer was called to order at 10:40 am 
with prayer on Sunday, December 13, 2015.  
 
Minutes from the 2014 Congregational Meeting were 
reviewed and accepted as read.    
 
LEADERSHIP TEAM NOMINATIONS:  it has been 
noted that three members of the team will be  
completing their terms this year. Those  
being:  Beverly Patton, David Stong, and 
Sharon Thomas. We thank them for their 
devoted service. Nominations were then 
entertained to fill these positions, 
with Tom Bell, Judith de Champlain, 
and Nancy Zeigler being nominated. These 
members have accepted and a motion was 
then made by Bill Baker and seconded by 
Dave Stong to accept these nominations as 
submitted. Motion was carried. We welcome 
Tom, Judith, and Nancy to the Leadership 
Team for a three-year term.  
 
NARRATIVE BUDGET:  Pastor Betsy  
reviewed current programs and meetings 
that are happening at Redeemer now. We 
have a great relationship with the groups 
meeting here at Redeemer, with Pastor 
Betsy even offering ashes on Ash Wednesday and 
hand washing to the various members of these groups 
during the days they meet. Redeemer is still  
supporting Stand For The Silent Anti bullying  
campaign, The Crop Walk, Food Bank, and Love In 
The Name Of Christ (Love Inc). We were informed 
that Love Inc will moving to a new headquarters on 
Derry Road in Hershey soon. We are also supporting 
Church's Wider Mission. Pastor Betsy asked us to 
raise up The Harrisburg Association in our prayers. 
With times being as they are, struggles to keep  
operations going is a challenge.  
 
Pastor Betsy announced that Addie Stong's  
Ecclesiastical Council will be held here at Redeemer 
on January 9, 2016, with her ordination taking place 
sometime after Easter.   
 
Penn Central Conference is searching for a  
Conference Minister.  

BUDGET PRESENTATION:   
Jonathan Bell then presented the proposed 2016 
budget. He noted that the Benevolence Envelopes are 
helping with expenses. After some discussion of a few 
of decreases and increases in some areas of the 
budget, it was moved by Dave Stong and seconded by 
Nancy Zeigler to accept the 2016 budget as submitted. 
The motion was carried.  
 

"BIG DIG":  Dave Stong then gave us an update 
of our plumbing project. He stated that the 
project has now been taken over by Jet Tech 
and with the money being in place as voted 

on previously by the congregation, the 
project should hopefully take place within 

the next few weeks pending weather  
conditions. He stated that the project may be 
a bit less in cost due to the fact that it was  

discovered that we would not have to have 
sidewalks dug up as previously thought. The 
project will be fully funded by Redeemer with 
no expenses being solicited from the 
neighbors.  
 

FUTURE BUDGET AND FINANCIAL 
CHALLENGES AND  

RESPONSIBILITIES:  Josh Bruaw then 
presented us with some "food for 

thought" regarding the future of our ministry and  
congregation here at Redeemer, such as exploring the 
Pastor position, future financial responsibilities, and 
perhaps combining some Holiday services or maybe 
moving to a single service at Christmas, as brought up 
by member Shirley Conrad. The Leadership Team, as 
well as all in the Congregation, will be discerning and 
praying about this over the next year.  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45 am with prayer.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

Sharon Thomas 
 

Secretary, Leadership Team 
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Heads Up! 
 

Remember, through January 10 we 
are still collecting items for our 
“Warm Christmas Tree” in which 
we continue to decorate a tree with 
warm hats, ear muffs, socks, 
gloves and scarves. Items will be  
donated to the LGBT Center of Central PA. 

Weather Closing  
Announcements 

 
We are registered with  WGAL to  
announce any closing at Redeemer 

due to an emergency or weather.  Closures are  
usually based on the other churches in the Hershey 
area, or by looking out the window, you would have 
a pretty good indication of if we’d be open or not.  
Stay warm and safe out there! 

2016  
Offering Envelopes 

 
Envelopes are available for pick up 
at the rear of the sanctuary.  Please 
use them throughout the year and remember to be 
specific on any miscellaneous offerings so we know 
what account to credit. (PIF, Plumbing, Heat,  
Benevolence…).  Thank you! 

 
 

The 2016  
Redeemer  
Member 

and Friends  
Directory  

will be  
distributed 
later this 
month,  

so keep an 
eye out!   

 
 

Please let the office know  
immediately of any recent changes to 
your information, especially phone 

numbers and email addresses. 

Happy New Year 
 

Please join us  
to celebrate communion  

on Sunday, January 3, 2016  
in observance of Epiphany. 

What Goes Up,  
Must Come Down 

 
Please stay after worship on January 10  
to help un-decorate the sanctuary from 

the holidays.  All help is welcome! 

Year End Statements 
 

If you would like your 2015 giving 
statement, please let Maryann Bruce 

know in the office if you would like an emailed 
copy or a hard copy and she will process it soon 
after the new year. 
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Love Casts Out Fear:  
a Support Group for Survivors of Bullying  

Group Starts January 11 
 
 
Love Casts Out Fear is an opportunity for those who have  
experienced bullying to gather in a safe environment twice a 
month. Bullying isolates and can lead to thoughts of  
worthlessness, self harm and suicide. Love Casts Out Fear is  

being created to overcome the isolation and offer hope and healing.  
 
Individual and group conversations will be available as well as art, music and other activities. Each activity is 
designed to help individuals deal with feelings around bullying as well as devise strategies to cope with  
ongoing issues. Formation of age-based and parent groups will grow out of the initial gatherings. These  
sessions are not intended to replace vital individual and family counseling and other therapy; they are another 
opportunity to find support and healing.  
 
This effort is not intended to be faith-based and will be respectful of all persons. The congregation of Church 
of the Redeemer has been committed to caring for those who have been bullied and education to prevent  
bullying for the last several years, signing the included Anti-Bullying Pledge in 2013. We are humbled to host 
these life-saving sessions.  
 
We invite school district officials and community members to encourage students and their families to  
participate in these gatherings beginning January, 2016. The first sessions will be Mondays, January 11 and 
25, from 4-6pm. Sessions in February will be held on Mondays, February 8 and 22, from 4-6pm; further  
sessions will continue to be held on the second and fourth Mondays of each month from 4-6pm.  
 
Questions may be directed to Rev. Betsy E. Martin Bruaw, pastor of Church of the Redeemer, at  
717-533-7300 or pastor@redeemerchurchucc.org.  

Thank You Note from Author, James Flerlage 
 
Dear Betsy,             12-17-15 
 
I’m writing to express my humble gratitude for the privilege of meeting your  
family and congregation through Redeemer’s study of Before Bethlehem.  I 
am grateful for their insights, tough questions, and simply...their interest in the 
subject and willingness to explore different ideas.  Your kind words and  
compliments lifted my own spirits, particularly after a tough business travel 
schedule.  I had no idea that being a novelist might require courage, and with 
this subject matter, it required a lot more than I bargained for.  Your caring 
comments meant a great deal to me - thank you.  Please tell your students 
“thank you” on my behalf.  Peace and joy and a very Merry Christmas to the 
Church of the Redeemer family. 

 

-James Flerlage 
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Love INC Update 
 

Remember, if you can, please  
consider donating an item or two 
to the Personal Care Closet of 

Love INC to help out a person in need in the  
Hershey area.  A donation bin is located in the end 
classroom at Redeemer (by the water fountain).  
Current Needs: Feminine hygiene products - pads 
(regular and overnight); tissues; baby wipes; baby 
wash; baby powder; dishwashing liquid (hand); 
body wash; ladies' deodorant; and shaving cream.   

Child Sponsorship Coffee After Worship 
 

The Weekly Child Sponsorship Coffee offers hot, 
brewed Fair Trade coffee, by donation, during 
fellowship time after worship. Funds raised go towards our 
three children Redeemer sponsors.  

 

So grab your favorite re-usable mug and enjoy your cup of Joe  
knowing that funds go toward helping Sangay, Moses, and Metetwa ! 

Moses Sangay Metetwa 

Profit from Selling  
Grocery Gift Cards 

 

We sell Giant and Karns Gift Cards the 
first and third Sunday of every month, and 
get to keep 5% of each card sold. This amount is kept 
by  Redeemer!  Remember, that we need to sell ALL 
the cards for a particular store, then pay them for the 
cards we sold (minus our 5%  - of course) before we 
can pre-order more cards to sell.   
 

Our profit,  for 2015, was $977.50! 

Souper Bowl Soup Luncheon and Soup Can Drive 
Sunday, February 7, after worship 

 
Join us for a yummy, warm belly filling luncheon after worship 
next month, February 7th.  This potluck fellowship (drinks to be 
provided) will be held in Fellowship Hall.  Everyone bring a 
salad, bread, and/or soup to share with all.  Please bring cans of 
soup for donation to the Hershey Food Bank.  Questions?  Please see Jan Stong. 

Reminder of Flowers on the Altar 
 

Many of us are old hands at placing flowers on 
the altar to praise God, and to honor or  
remember loved ones. Some of us, however, 
may not know how to go about putting flowers 

on the altar, so this information will help 
 
 Sign up on the altar flower sign up sheet posted across 

from the church office;  Write down if the flowers are 
placed: “In honor of. . . “ or “In memory of. . .”; 

 Order from Royer’s on Chocolate Avenue  
      (717-534-2834).  You may use any florist, but Royer’s  
      delivers to the church since they have a key (they        
      do charge a delivery fee however). Pay Royer’s directly    
      when you place your order or give the church a check   
       in the amount of your order; 

 
 Make your own arrangements from cut flowers from 

your garden or the florist.  Black liners for the bronze 
altar vases are either in the vases or in the closet behind 
the altar; 

 Use living plants that you will then plant either in your 
own yard or in the church flower beds; 

 Donate money to a specific church fund in honor/
memory of your loved ones; on that Sunday silk  

      flowers will be used on the altar, and your donation will    
      be noted in the bulletin (just let the office know one   
       week prior):  “In lieu of flowers, [your name] has   
      made a donation to [your chosen fund] in honor/ 
      memory of [your loved one’s name].” 
   
Thank you for honoring God in this beautiful way. 



Remember to Buy Your Grocery Store Gift Cards at Church! 
Giant and Karns Grocery Stores 

 offers non-profit organizations an opportunity  
to raise money by us selling their gift cards! 

 

Buy your grocery store gift cards from us (a variety of monetary denominations will be 
available.)  Then, take the gift cards with you and pay your grocery bill at Giant and/or 

Karns.  It’s that easy! Gift cards will be available for purchase on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month.   
Five percent of each gift card sold is kept by Redeemer and benefits our  general fund. 
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BLUE MOUNTAIN THRIFT STORE 
NEW, LARGER LOCATION 

 

We have moved!  We are now located in 
the North Londonderry Square retail 
plaza, next to Family Dollar, near  
Flagship Cinemas in Palmyra!  Our new address is 66 N. 
Londonderry Square in Palmyra and our phone number is 
still the same at 717-867-1595.  Please consider donating 
clothing, household items, furniture, etc. to be sold or  
re-donated to persons in need, or volunteering your time to 
help at the store.  Trucks are available to pick up any  
donations you may have.  Call them if have a donation that 
needs to be picked up! 

Used Stamp Collection 
 

Why do we collect stamps that have  
already gone through the mail and have 

been stamped by the post office or “cancelled?” 
 

We collect them for the Lebanon Valley Brethren 
Home in Palmyra.  A stamp dealer comes once a 
month to the Home and buys the stamps for collectors 

around the world.  Last year the Brethren Home made 
over $10,000 and that money is put toward  
unbudgeted items at the Home!  
 

So each day, after you have gone through your mail, 
just  clip off the used, actual stamp (no pre-printed 
stamp that some businesses use) from the right hand 
corner.  Put them in the basket in the narthex/lobby of 
the church, above coat rack labeled “stamps.”  

Recycle Your Old Magazines! 
 

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central 
PA is collecting   magazines,   catalogues, and 
any glossy paper to be recycled for cash.  
Money earned will help support the Ronald 

McDonald House of  Hershey.  Magazines and glossy  
paper can be deposited in the green containers at: 
 

 Ronald McDonald House, 745 West Governor Road,  
Hershey    

 Hershey Entertainment Offices, across from Chocolate 
World entrance        

 Klick-Lewis Dealership, Palmyra Cherry Street  
      between Duke and Prince (behind dealership) 
 McDonald’s Restaurant, 745 East Cumberland Street, 

Lebanon 

Hershey Food Bank 
 

Come visit us at 120 East Derry Road! 
 
Items needed - Chunky Soups, Spaghetti 
Sauce, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Tuna, Baked 
Beans, Canned Pineapple, Peaches and Pears, Apple 
Sauce, Tooth Paste, Soap, and Shampoo. A bin for item 
collections is located in the end room classroom on the 
main level (near the water fountain). HFB is an all  
volunteer organization where all donations are used to 
help the over 1,100 individuals they assist every month. 
They provide about 22,000 lbs. of food every month to 
neighbors in need! Have questions or do you wish to 
volunteer? Call 717-520-3143 or email at 
hersheyoodbank@verizon.net. 

CONTACT Helpline 
provides free,  
confidential  
listening,  Health and 

Human Services information and referral 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week for over 40 years.  
CONTACT Helpline is looking for volunteers 
to answer calls. Training will be provided and 
shifts are flexible.  Please consider helping this  
community organization and gain rewarding 
work!  
 

Questions? Call Kelly at 717-652-4400 or visit 
www.contacthelpline.org. 
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Birthdays 
 

08-Becki Masters 
09-Brittany Scharpf 
12-Matthew Brown 
12-Lana Worley 
14-Larry Wagner 
15-Ethel Curran 
18-Barbara Crawford 
18-Phyllis Phelps 
19-Pierce Sube 
24-Mary Maloney 
28-Chris Shaffer 
30-Jan Stong 
31-Nancy Boerger 

January Redeemer Happenings 

Baptism Birthdays 
 

             04-Jean Wagner (1931) 
             20-Mary Grunden (1924) 

Thank You for Box Tops  
 
Dear Church of the Redeemer, 
 
Thank you for the box tops. My school, McCall, 
collects box tops for educational purposes. 
Every year whichever classroom collects the 
most box tops gets free ice cream. Last year my 
class won. I hope I can do that this year too. I 
think I can do it if I get the help from you. I 
just got a lot of box tops from you. Normally my 
school raises about 2,000 dollars. If I continue 
to receive this much box tops I think our school 
will raise more. Once again thank you for the 
box tops I just received. 

Sincerely, 
  

Maxwell Gearhart-Robboy, 4th grade 

Weekly Helpers Needed for 2016 
and their Descriptions 

 

In looking at our list from last year of 
who is on altar guild, a greeter and/or 
ushers we wanted to make sure we open 

up these duties to all who may not be on the  list and 
would love to help out.  Sign up sheets are at the rear 
of the sanctuary if you would like to sign up for one of 
the following duties (or call the office and we can add 
you to the list of helpers).   
 
Altar Guild – preparing altar flowers for transport at 
the end of worship (or putting silk arrangements away 
if they have been used), dismantling the altar candles 
and covering the altar for the week. Can also be called 
upon to help arrange flowers at Christmas and Easter 
as well as watering flowers that are here over several 
weeks.  NOTE: This is NOT limited to women or 
adults; ANYONE can help in this way. 
 
Greeter – greeting worshipers as they arrive, offering  
information to visitors about location of restrooms, 
bulletins, etc. Offering assistance to ushers if  
necessary. Greeters are seated during the first hymn. 

Offering Counter – on Monday morning at 9 AM 
this individual works with Maryann Bruce counting 
the Sunday offering.  Opening envelopes, sorting 
money, making the bank deposit.  Maryann will train 
interested persons for this very simple process.   
 
The Offering Counter scheduled for a given Monday 
will be responsible for transporting the offering to the 
secure location in Redeemer, after the service,  the 
Sunday before they count.  
 
Usher – helping worshipers to their chosen seats,  
offering them a worship bulletin and answering any 
questions they may have. Sitting at the rear of the 
sanctuary for the whole of worship, observing  
worshipers. If anyone seems in distress, check with 
them to be sure they do not need assistance. If they 
do, contact one of the medical folks present. If  
someone comes into worship and is being disruptive, 
ask for assistance and move that person to the lobby/
narthex. The ushers collect the offering and bring it 
forward for the prayer of dedication. At the close of 
worship, closing the drapes, turning off lights and 
sound system, being sure the offering has been  
secured conclude the usher’s duties. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
Church Office 

Closed 
 
 

AA-Noon 

2 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

3 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

4 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

5 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

6 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

7Orthodox       
   Christmas 

 
AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

8 
 
 
 
 

AA-Noon 

9       
Ecclesiastical 
Council for  

A. Stong - 11 am 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

10   

Worship-915am 
Un-Decorate Sanctuary 

Sunday School 
1045am 

AA - 3pm 

11 
 

AA - noon 
Bullying Support 

Group - 4 pm 
OA - 730 pm 

12 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

13 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

14 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

15 
 
 
 
 

AA-Noon 

16 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

17 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

18  MLK  
           Day 

 

Church Office 
Closed 

 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

19 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

20 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

21 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

22 
 
 
 
 

AA-Noon 

23 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

24 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

25 
 

AA - noon 
Bullying Support 

Group - 4 pm 
OA - 730 pm 

26 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 645 pm 

27 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

28 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

29 
 
 
 
 

AA-Noon 

30 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA-Noon 

31 
Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

      

January 2016 



                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church of the Redeemer UCC 
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