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Mission Visits to Churches In This Issue:  

• A Note from Pastor Tom 

• May Calendar 

• Prayer Requests 

• Special Celebrations! 

• Community Resource Corner 

• Profile Taskforce Update 

• Meals on Wheels 

• Leadership Team Update 

• Redeemer Garden Labyrinth 

• Flower Model of Ministry 

 

 

Why are we calling visits to other 
churches “mission trips?”  They are 
“mission trips” because Redeemer 
folks will see God at work in other 
houses of worship.  
 

They are mission trips because we will 

learn how other denominations 

proclaim the love of Jesus Christ. And 

they are mission trips because we will 

observe how the Holy Spirit moves 

among the faithful  elsewhere. And, 

ultimately, we hope to learn new ways 

to bring growth and vitality to this 

relatively young congregation of 60 

years.  

 

Let’s go see how other vibrant 
congregations proclaim the word of 
God in ways that nurture and sustain 
them!!! 
 

In addition to attending their worship 
services, Redeemer volunteers will 
take notes on what they learn.  
 

Finally, our mission visitors will return 
to describe, discuss and discern  

 

 

 

Contact 
A Monthly Update in the Life of our Church 

what they learned with 
Redeemer folks after worship the 
following Sunday. 
 

I am hopeful that these visits 
will be a valuable learning tool 
for us. That’s why I have only 
one major concern: getting non-
leadership folks to join the 
visits. 
 
The travel distances are short, 
the time involved is brief and 
the work is not difficult. You can 
even car-pool with others if your 
comfort zone about driving and 
parking is an issue.  Redeemer 
cannot grow without a strong, 
core group of non-leadership 
folks pitching in periodically.  
 
Please contact Jorja in the 
church office and be a “mission 
visitor” on Sunday, May 5, or 
Sunday, May 19. She will gladly 
provide you with everything you 
need to make it an  enjoyable, 
spiritual and communal 
learning time. 
       Blessings, 
       Pastor Tom 

The Rev. Thomas W. Caruso 
pastor@redeemerchurchucc.org 

Cell: 717-798-0368 
 

Volunteers Sought 
By Pastor Tom 

mailto:pastor@redeemerchurchucc.org


 

  

April 11, 2019 Leadership Team Meeting Minutes Highlights 

Content suggestions, articles, 

and pertinent calendar dates 

for CONTACT are requested 

by the 25th of each month.  

Please reach out to Jorja in the 

Church Office for more 

information by calling 717-533-

7300 or email at 

info@redeemerchurchucc.org. 

 Thank you!  

What is a labyrinth?  Labyrinths 
have been used for thousands of 
years by people of many cultures 
and faiths; they are found on the 
floors of cathedrals in Europe, on 
remote mountainsides in Asia as 
well as being among the sacred 
spaces of Native American’s, and 
DID YOU KNOW that we have one 
right here at Redeemer?  
 

The Garden Labyrinth has been 
placed on the grounds of Church 
of the Redeemer for use by all 
who seek a way to come closer to 
God. Our prayer is that it will be a 
place for all ages to find 
refreshment and direction in their 
lives.  

It seems that the invitation to a 
sacred journey following a path can 
be a blessing to all people!  It is not 
a maze with dead ends, but an open 
pathway to God’s presence.  There 
is but one path to the center and out 
again. 
 

Is there a “right way” to use a 
labyrinth? We encourage everyone 
to try a quiet walk first, to 
understand the peacefulness of the 
walk and to listen for God’s 
presence. 
 
A brief history:  In 2008, Pastor 
Betsy Bruaw expressed interest in 
building a labyrinth on our 
property.  After a bit of research, 

and with the help of Lorna Davis, we 
connected with a young Eagle Scout 
candidate, Colin Sinclair.  Colin 
accepted the challenge to research, 
design and build the labyrinth for us 
during that summer.  
  
The labyrinth is a place of joy; who 
knows, you may want to dance or 
skip or laugh or sing on the path! 
Just remember to celebrate the gift 
of this place for you and others. Our 
labyrinth has even been sought out 
by visitors to Hershey!  
 
Brochures about the Labyrinth can 
be found on the literature rack in 
our lobby.   
        (Thanks to George Kapp for content!) 

 
 
 

March Treasure’s Report: Expenses 
higher this year over last for March. 
Boiler repair concluded and inspection 
scheduled for May. Building use income 
running about 7.2% of overall budget. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tom is assessing 
newly instituted Areas of Oversight 
duties of Leadership Team Members.  
More volunteer visitors needed for May  
5th and 19th church visits to Market Sq. 
and Good Shepherd UMC church visits.  
Church Profile Taskforce Project 
discussed along with plans for 
presentation to Membership. 
LT Administration:  LT met with Mike 
Macchioni, our IT consultant, to learn 
more about social marketing 
opportunities.  George Kapp is 
overseeing our website and Facebook 
content.  
Penn Central Conference Annual 
Meeting will be held on June 6th & 7th 
Pastor Tom and Pastor Judith will be  
 
 

attending. Other volunteers welcomed! 
 

LT OVERSIGHT TEAM REPORTS 
Building Maintenance/Use: New parking 
lot paving quotes are being secured as 
the company we chose last year is no 
longer in business. Jorja reached out to 
several churches for Building Use Policies. 
Staff:  Pastor Tom and Jorja’s reviews will 
be conducted in May. 
Music & Worship: Holy Week worship 
plans were finalized. 
Financial: Discussed and agreed that a  
financial audit is prudent and due and the  
opportunity to use the Parish Resource 
Center CPA to provide guidance on this. 
Technology: Tom Bell will be looking into 
updating our equipment needs relative to 
the projectors in the sanctuary.  
Community Outreach:  Discussed current 
fundraisers and their schedule. 
Pastoral Care: Pastor Tom will be 
scheduling visits with AA meeting folks. 
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Originally Presented in 2012 by Addie Stong. 

 
THE FLOWER – 
Our Commitment 
to spreading the  
light and love of  
Christ through  
outreach 
in both our local 
and global 
communities 
Includes: 
Mission, Vitality, 
Stewardship &  
Fundraising 

After many months of work and preparation on the 25-
plus page document known as our Local Church Profile, 
we are nearing the end of our task.  The Profile Task 
Force, consisting of Audrey Baker, Jonathan Bell, Nancy 
Kapp, Jan Stong, Sharon Thomas, and Mike Wojdylak, 
is working on its completion with love and guidance 
from God, our congregation, and Penn Central 
Conference.  This document will enable Redeemer to 
tell of our relationships with previous pastors and to 
describe our congregation and our town as well as our 
relationship with the United Church of Christ.  Our 
profile also identifies and names our gifts, strengths, 
and opportunities for growth. 
 

When this document is completed, a final draft will be 
available to the congregation for review and discussion 
before delivery to Leadership Team for final approval.  
Upon approval, our profile will be submitted to Penn 
Central Conference office for authorization and 
distribution to the UCC national office in Cleveland. 
 

The task force is grateful for your prayers and support 
through this arduous process. 
                     
         Members of the Profile Taskforce 
 

 

THE STEM – Our 
commitment to 
the growth and 

the health of the 
congregation and 

church family, 
including 

education, 
discipleship, and 

congregational 
life.  Includes: 

Education, 
Health, 

Congregational 
Life 

THE SOIL –  Our 
commitment to 

our physical 
surroundings 
including our 
building, our 
grounds, and 

our greater 
environment.  

Includes: 
Building and 

Grounds, 
Building Use 

THE ROOTS –  
Our commitment 
to our worship 
experience, 
music ministry, 
spiritual life and 
wellness.  
Includes:  Music 
& Worship, 
Parish 
Leadership 

Script gift card orders will be collected and delivered 
once a month beginning in May.  The postage needed for 
each order is $8.75.  As we are not selling enough cards, 
twice a month, to cover a postage fee of  $17.50, we will 
be placing only one order a month.  Below is the 
schedule for orders and deliveries.  Generally, it will be 
ordering on the 2nd Sunday of the month and delivered 
on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 
 

Order Due Dates Delivery Date 
May 12th  May 19th 
June 9th   June 16th 
July 14th  July 21st 
August 11th  August 18th 
September 8h  September 15th 
October 13th  October 20th 

 
I always welcome more people ordering so that our 
profits increase!  Please consider ordering once a month 
to help our general fund.  
    Thank you!  Jan Stong 
 



 

Prayers of Concern and Healing for: 
Patty Blauch for healing following her cancer 
diagnosis 
Annalise MacLeod for healing for a broken wrist 
Pam Keim for continued healing for her broken leg 
Kim Merket for continued healing for her broken 
leg 
Terry Kostoff who is in in treatment for liver 
cancer 
Tyrell Johnson and Logan Wilson for healing 
Prayers for the families of those who have passed 
away: 
Family of Jean Brazell, Shirley Conrad’s cousin 
Family of Fred Groff, a friend of Redeemer 
Family of Bruce Arndt, son of Eileen Arndt  
Family of Marvin Brown, Redeemer member 
The Family of E. Thomas Wojdylak who entered 
into eternal life on April 30th. 
Prayers for the Larger Community: For those who 
serve and protect; for those in government who 
make decision that affect our world, our country, 
our commonwealth, and our communities. 

CONTACT Helpline is a community partner offering many 
opportunities and services. 

PA211 is south central Pennsylvania’s 24-hour comprehensive 
health and human service information and referral 
hotline.  Offering thousands of resources to community services, 
non-profits, medical services and government programs, the 
easy to remember 2-1-1 telephone number is the place to start 
when you have a concern or problem.  The caring Helpline 
Specialists will work with you to find the best community 
resources to address your problems.  Examples of reasons to call 
include rent payment assistance, heating fuel resources, 
counseling, drug and alcohol concerns, food and shelter. 

Listening is a 24-hour hotline service that focuses on you and 
your need to connect with another person. Callers reach out to 
talk about family issues, concern with community problems, 
work difficulties and to talk about their day.  There is a time in 
everyone’s life that they need someone to talk with that is not 
their family or friends.  CONTACT is able to listen when you need 
a compassionate, warm and caring person to be there. 

CONTACT maintains the most comprehensive data library of 
health and human services for the region.  More than just the 
name of an agency and phone number, the data library has 
detailed information regarding programs offered, eligibility, fees, 
contact people and more.  Finding information to assist with a 
basic need can be extremely challenging, but CONTACT has made 
it much easier, either call 2-1-1 or visit the online data library at 
Https://pa211.communityos.org for assistance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Birthdays… Have a happy one! 

• Joan Brown 5/1 

• Lorna Davis 5/6 

• Vonnie Brown 5/11 

• Dan Hottenstein 5/12 

• Adelaide Stong 5/22 

• Sharon Shaffer 5/27 
 

 Anniversaries…Congratulations! 

• Dan & Pat Hottenstein 5/5 

• Barry & Pam Mongold 5/6 
 

 

MAY Special Celebrations 

 



  

 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
 
I am pleased to report that our PCC Board of Directors has moved quickly to address our Conference 
leadership needs following the departure of Rev. Dr. Monica Dawkins-Smith as our Conference Minister. 
At a special meeting of the Board of Directors this past Saturday, the Board has appointed our current 
Moderator, Rev. Ann Graves, to serve as Acting Conference Minister. She will serve in this position until a 
Transitional Conference Minister has been called. While Rev. Graves is in this position, I have been 
appointed to serve as Acting Conference Moderator.  
   
Our first priority is to assist those congregations who are in transition seeking pastoral leadership. In the 
absence of an Associate Conference Minster for Congregational Discernment, the Board has appointed 
three "Search and Call Ministers" who assist local congregations in the search process. The distribution of 
profiles will continue to be handled by Laura in the Conference office. Rev. John Fureman will cover the 
Lebanon, Lancaster, and Harrisburg Associations. Rev. Richard Gordon will cover the York, Gettysburg and 
Mercersburg Associations. Rev. Sally Dries will cover the Northern and Central Associations. Acting 
Conference Minister Graves will be providing written guidelines and expectations for this role of Minister 
of Search and Call. They will be meeting together on a regular basis with the Acting Conference minister 
to provide communication and consistency in their work with local churches in transition.  
   
The Board of Directors has appointed the Board officers and committee chairs to serve as a search 
committee for a "Transitional Conference Minister." A Transitional Conference Minister is a new term 
used by the national church for a person to serve as a temporary minister for a specific period of time 
with specific areas of responsibility to work on during his/her tenure. The Transitional Conference 
Minister would be eligible to apply for the Settled Conference Minister position. The Board voted to seek 
a Transitional Conference Minister to serve for one year with the option to negotiate an extension if 
necessary.  
   
Looking ahead, a Staffing Task Force has been appointed to review current job descriptions and make 
recommendations to the Board any changes, taking into consideration the self-study priorities and 
financial parameters. We will share more on this at a later date.  
   
Please know that you have a good group of Board members who are working hard in the best interests of 
the churches in our Conference. Please keep them, the Conference staff team, and our temporary 
leadership, in your prayers as they work on your behalf. And, continue to keep Monica in your prayers in 
this difficult time.  
   
Rev. William J. LaSalle  
Acting Conference Moderator  
 
Originally Published March 13, 2019 
 
 
 

News from Penn Central Conference 
A Message from our new Acting Conference Moderator… Rev. Wm. J. LaSalle 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

   12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM Choir 

12 PM AA 

12 PM Focused 
Prayer 

6:45 VOP Recital 
Rehearsal 

12 PM AA 7 AM AA 

8: 45 AM Annual 
HBG UCC Assoc 
Mtg / Salem UCC 
Elizabethville 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

9:15 AM Worship 

(Communion) 

3 PM AA 

3 PM VOP Concert 

6 PM Mission Trip to 
Market Square 
Presbyterian Church 

12 PM AA 

7:30 PM OA 

9 AM Redeemer 
MOW Team 

9 AM FARA 

12 P AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM VOP 

12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM Choir 

12 PM AA 

12 PM Focused 
Prayer 

7:00 PM LT Mtg. 

12 PM AA 7 AM AA 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

4th Sunday of Easter 

9:15 AM Worship 

10:30 Mini Mission 
Visit Conversation 

3 PM AA 

6:30 PM IPA 

Gift Card Orders Due! 

 

12 PM AA 

7:30 PM OA 

9 AM Redeemer 
MOW Team 

9 AM FARA 

12 P AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM VOP 

12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM Choir 

12 PM AA 

12 PM Focused 
Prayer 

12 PM AA 

7 PM Piano Recital 

7 AM AA 

9 AM Redeemer 
Grounds Clean 
UP! 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

5th Sunday of Easter 

9:15 AM Worship 

9:50 AM Mission Trip 
to Ch of Good 
Shepherd UMC, 
Lebanon 

3 PM AA 

 

12 PM AA 

7:30 PM OA 

9 AM Redeemer 
MOW Team 

9 AM FARA 

12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM VOP 

12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM Choir 

12 PM AA 

12 PM Focused 
Prayer 

12 PM AA 7 AM AA 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

6th Sunday of Easter 

9:15 AM Worship 

10:30 Mini Mission 
Visit Conversation  

3 PM AA  

 

MEMORIAL DAY 

12 PM AA 

7:30 PM OA 

9 AM Redeemer 
MOW Team 

9 AM FARA 

12 P AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM VOP 

12 PM AA 

6:30 PM AA 

6:45 PM Choir 

Ascension Day 

12 PM AA 

12 PM Focused 
Prayer 

12 PM AA  

  

WANTED! Worship Helpers for MAY.  Please sign up on Sundays or call the church office! 

 

 

http://www.redeemerchurchucc.org/


 

  
4/21/19 Easter Sermon “WHY SEEK YE LIFE AMONG THE DEAD?” 

By The Rev. Thomas W. Caruso 
Delivered April 21, 2019, at Church of the Redeemer UCC/Hershey 
 

Today we proclaim a miracle.  Today we celebrate that 

divine love triumphed over human fear.  Today we joyfully 

accept that Jesus Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross paid 

for our sins and offers us comfort on earth and eternal life. 
 

Yet, how odd then that our Gospel today begins in a place 

of death: The women visiting a tomb to seek Jesus’ body. 

But it’s not there. He has risen! 
 

“Look, there is where they laid him,” an angel tells the 

three. They probably saw some of the wrappings used on 

his body there, too. A cemetery. A mausoleum. The gloom 

and doom of a tomb!? Hmm! So I ask: How do you handle 

death? How do you think of it? Of the death of people, 

abilities, relationships, jobs, possessions, dreams?  
 

We say folks are dead, but not forgotten. So,  let’s NOT 

forget that God always calls us to new life.  Life abundant. 

And let’s not forget that before we can fully embrace life, 

we must fully accept death. 
 

Death in all its forms. Forms? Death is death, no? Well, 

death exists beyond grave-yards. Tombs aren’t the only 

home for the spiritually deceased, tragically hopeless or 

terminally despairing. The undertaker won’t visit if the 

diagnosis is a dead-end job, dead dreams or a dead 

relationship. 
 

A lifeless marriage, friendship, church or even a faith 

doesn’t generate a newspaper obituary. No one will give 

you last rites if you are sick to death of your burdens, bills, 

looks, troubles, etc. Or my sermons. 

Getting stuck in figurative graves is often disguised as 

extreme nostalgia.  
 

Longing for days of old. The symptoms? Dwelling 

extensively on the good ‘ol days when life was simpler, 

cheaper, worries were fewer and church was fuller. Oh, 

those good ‘ol days! 
 

Guess what? God calls us to the “good New Days “ today, 

tomorrow, the next day and every day. We most focus on 

new life on Easter – well, Christmas, too - but God offers 

it every day.  
 

Yes, we grieve losses – it’s normal to miss lost    people, 

dreams, energy, looks, hair, health or treasured things – but 

God calls us to new life. 

I’m happy when retired folks find a new life. My friend 

Stephen retired after 39 years of teaching math and he 

loved his work. And, of course, folks kept asking him 

this same question: “I bet you want to substitute teach or 

fill in for someone?” 
 

Stephen is direct and emphatic. You always know where 

he stands. And he knows more theology than I do. In his 

universe, the words ever and never have two “Vs.” 

Evver/Nevver! He is crystal clear on that. Return to the 

classroom again?  “I will neVVer go back. Why would I 

EVVer do that? God is calling me to something new.” 
 

God always calls us to something new. So is my question 

about death really out of place on this “joyful, Lily of 

Life, Christ has risen, alleluia day?” 

 

No, it’s perfect! What better day than Easter? A day of 

life, new hope and promises bigger than ours. You see, 

life eternal was not on our to-do list. Or for those in 

Jerusalem. Or for the women at the tomb. As then, God 

NOW calls us away from anything that limits life. We 

pray that in communion today.  
 

“We give thanks for all that preserves, sustains and 

nurtures life abundant.” Life abundant! Italians say 

Abundanza! 
 

Not a limited, fearful or life half-lived! Not a life of 

doubts, retreats and hesitations. Life abundant! I knew 

that stuck place for many years. It was 10 years after I 

graduated seminary before I was ordained. How do we 

move forward? Prayer, of course.  But first, we must 

release things of the past. Put it down. Let it go! Isn’t that 

a song from Frozen? 
 

And so I ask:  What cemetery must you leave, what tomb 

must you flee, what rock before your prison wall will 

God roll away? Lift that in prayer! 
 

Listen, listen, Jesus is calling you: Do you not perceive 

it?  He’s saying: “Why seek ye life among the dead? Go 

seek new life in my world of life abundant.” 
 

This is my prayer for all of us. Thank you, Jesus, Praise 

God! Alleluia! 

 
 

Did you know that you can read copies of Pastor Tom’s 

sermons online! Just visit our website homepage at 

www.redeemerchurchucc.org and click on the link to sermons! 

http://www.redeemerchurchucc.org/


 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

Last month we highlighted our need for 

assistance with worship and encouraged 

members to consider becoming Worship 

Helpers. This month, we are highlighting 

a service that Redeemer has provided to 

the Hershey Community more than 30 

years! 

 

Each and every Tuesday morning, Sharon 

Thomas and her Redeemer Team of 

Meals on Wheels Volunteers arrive at the 

Church around 9 AM to collect their 

delivery list of names.  On average we see 

that 45 seniors are provided with both 

hot and cold meals for the day, something 

most of us take for granted because food 

is easily accessible to us. 

 

Dauphin County Area Agency on Aging 

manages the registration for this  

 

500 West Chocolate Avenue 

Hershey, PA 17033 

 

 
 
 

program.  Our role is to simply see 

that those seniors who are signed up 

for the service reliably receive their 

meals for the day. 

 

This is where YOU come in!  Though 

we coordinate this service every 

Tuesday, you need not commit to 

delivering meals every week.  One 

week a month works too!   

 

Please consider this opportunity to 

provide a sorely needed service to 

the seniors in our community and 

join the Redeemer Meal on Wheels 

crew! You’ll be glad you did! 

 

For additional information on this 

opportunity, please reach out to 

Sharon Thomas at 717.269.4856. 

 

In The Next CONTACT.. 
• Leadership Team Updates 

• Message from Pastor Tom 

• Redeemer Member Spotlight 

• Save the Date – Mim’s Pond 

Dedication June 2 

• LOVE Inc 6th Annual Sneaker 

Drive 

 

REDEEMER MEALS ON WHEELS….We need YOU!   

Volunteer Opportunities 

Contact us at 717-533-7300 or email @ info@redeemerchurchucc.org  
Be sure to visit us on Facebook page and our website at www.redeemerchurchucc.org ! 

mailto:info@redeemerchurchucc.org
http://www.redeemerchurchucc.org/

