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September 2017 CONTACT  

Several weeks ago, Bill Baker and I attended a workshop at Colonial Park UCC, 
Harrisburg. Rev. Dr. Laurene Bowers, a conference staff member, led the session. 
The seminar was based on her new book, Transformative Worship. The opening 
sentences of the forward follow: 
 

The days are gone when  
people want to come to  
worship and sit passively in the 
pews and listen to a pastor 
preach a twenty-minute  
sermon. Reading canned  
liturgy printed in a bulletin or 
projected onto a wide-screen 
lacks the inspirational  
liveliness they long to  
experience. Singing three hymns 
out of the same hymnal seems like 
singing “Rock of Ages” three 
times in the same worship  
service. 

 
We have a traditional, liturgical worship service as they come. I like that. And it’s 
clear that about 22-24 others feel the same way. Where are the other hundred or so 
active members on our role? What need is it we aren’t meeting? How does the 
vast majority of Hershey’s semi-transient medical community meet their spiritual 
needs? Who is gathering them together? When do these gatherings take place? 
 
Bowers reported that signs “announcing ‘contemporary’ or ‘alternative’ worship 
held in [fellowship halls of] traditional buildings . . . did not feel any more  
spiritual than sitting upstairs in the sanctuary during the traditional worship  
service.” From this and other information presented during the workshop, the 
Leadership Team has decided to offer two additional services during the week 
beginning in October.  
 
NEW: On Sunday, October 1st, there will be services at 9:15 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
Beginning Saturday, October 7th, there will be a service at 4:00 p.m. These  
services will not require the participation of our church musicians; they have  
already been informed of the new services and that there is no expectation for 
them to be here. If we don’t set out of the box, we will never know who is out 
there to meet and greet. 
 
NEW: On the same vein, a new book study will begin on Monday, September 
25th. We will be reading Bower’s book, Transformative Worship. It has an  
introduction and 10 chapters. This would take us to December 7th. So we might 
decide as a group to stop before Thanksgiving and reconvene in January. A  
signup sheet is on the podium in the narthex/lobby. 
 

I’m excited about the approaching fall. My hope that you are excited with me. 
 

Rev. James D. Yoder, Jr.,  

Interim Pastor 

Constitution and Bylaws  
Update 

 
It has come to the Leadership 
Team’s attention that the  
congregation is not aware of how 
the name changed from 
“Consistory” to “Leadership 
Team.”  How and when this name 
was changed will be addressed 
when we review our constitution 
and bylaws.  While such a review 
is important to our congregation, 
at this point our more pressing 
need is to continue moving  
forward with our profile  
committee and the search and call 
process.  Forming a committee 
charged with reviewing our  
constitution should happen once 
we have a settled pastor.  This 
would be an important first step 
into our future. 

Reserve Your Spot Now 
 
On Sunday, November 12, 2-5p at 
St. Thomas UCC, 6490  
Linglestown Road, in Harrisburg, 
come explore current versions of 
both the Minister's Profile and the 
Local Church Profile. Those in 
attendance will hear from a panel 
of leaders who have recently 
worked on a Local Church Profile 
and completed a Search Process. 
Learn from ministers who have 
recently been in the Search  
process about what they  
experienced. Engage with one  
another in conversations about 
Search and Call. Please let the  
Redeemer Church Office know if 
you will be attending this free 
event, no later than November 5th. 
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August 10 meeting was called to order by Jim, in the absence of 
co-chair, Dave. 
 
Those in attendance: Jim, Tom, Jonathan, Nancy, and Jan. 
 
Enlightening readings provided by Jan. 
 
Minutes of July LT meeting were reviewed, updated and  
corrected. Minutes from specially called meeting of July 25 were 
also reviewed and approved. 
 
Treasurer's Report: 
Some benevolence have been paid this July; OCWM and UCC 
homes are yet to be paid.  Payment of taxes in July has also  
added to expenses. After seven  months into this year, 48.17% of 
our budget has been expended. While our income margin has 
been narrowing this month, we are at 50.34%. Jonathan reports 
that expenses related to the picnic have been paid. The current 
budget has been reviewed and approved. 
 
Reorganization of LT: 
Without the presence of Dave, we can't do full reorganization. 
Recruitment of new/additional LT members continues. We must 
soon decide how we will move forward on this issue; perhaps 
another special meeting is in order, or we may continue to  
proceed with the current number of LT members. 
 
Inactive Member Communication Letter: 
We reviewed the draft letter and member response form, making 
some adjustments and corrections. As this letter is finalized, a 
return date will be included. LT agreed that while letter is direct, 
it is purposeful and meaningful. Maryann will do mailing when 
ready. 
 
Interim Pastor's Report: 
Members have expressed concern to Jim that we no longer have a 
consistory by name. How and when this name was "dropped" or 
changed will be addressed when we review our constitution and 
bylaws. Members should know and understand that most church 
leadership would rush into the process of finding a settled pastor. 
We are doing something out of the norm; we are taking our time 
to formulate data and needs. When and if people are asking about 
our settled pastor situation, we are informing persons that LT is 
doing a profile and are working on other things before we start a 
profile. 
 
Sunday School Program: 
Not having heard any pros or cons on continuing this program, it 
was decided that we will suspend our Sunday school program at 
this time. As we have no one with clearances willing to take on 
this responsibility; and are "between" important church forward 
movement, this action seemed more than appropriate. It was 
agreed that we will revisit this issue in April. As currently (few) 
students in the program are from MS Hershey school, Jim will 
have Maryann call MHS to cancel students for the 17-18 year. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Member Support: 
Jim has compiled a proposed algorithm for member support.  
Initially a member in need must be identified. This system is to 
provide support, letting people know we have "seen" and  

identified their need and want to assist and support. This could be 
more than just a card or hospital visit. A coordinator and  
caregiver(s) should be identified; they may or may not be the 
same person(s). We would provide training to these persons,  
following the algorithm outline. While there were some   
questions and concerns, it was approved that we will continue to 
work and develop this supportive program. 
 
Copier and Snow Removal Bids: 
Jonathan will meet with Maryann shortly. It was initially  
expected that we would continue current month to month  
"rental" of our executive image copier. Since this early August 
meeting Jonathan has reported that we now actually own this 
piece of equipment; this reflects a substantial savings. Letters to 
potential snow removal providers for bids were to be sent; also 
since meeting, we are informed these have been sent. 
 
Constitution and Bylaws Update: 
Jim has read and reviewed both. He can see nothing that relates 
to consistory now to be referred to as Leadership Team. It tells us 
that consistory should consist of six elders and nine deacons. Jim 
is aware when consistory name ended and LT name started. This 
does continue to demonstrate that some "things" have not been 
taken care of or made clear. This brings us to the question of how 
to approach and review these documents; how do we want to 
move forward. It does seem clear that we have more immediate 
issues to attend to, like the settled pastor search. A committee 
that will address the church Constitution and Bylaws should be 
formed; this should be addressed at a later date when our settled 
pastor is here. Right now this is our priority. LT knows that  
communications about some things have not always been done 
well. Right now we need to have a system of "putting things 
aside" but remembering to readdress at a later date. Redeemer 
members need to know that our constitution and Bylaws issue 
will remain on LT agenda and will be discussed again in January 
2018. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Additional Worship services: 
Jim and Bill Baker recently attended a workshop at Colonial 
Park. This power point discussion pointed out the Catholic 
church approach to offering multiple church services throughout 
the week. It was clear there are more models for services than 
just one time Sunday morning. Jim sees a need for offering  
worship more than one time weekly. This says to our community 
we are not stuck in one place. At any additional services, there 
may be no need for an organist or choir. We discussed days/times 
for other services; an additional Sunday service at 3pm seemed 
appropriate. Since this meeting, a later Sunday service (5-6) 
seemed more doable. We will need to do some advertising on 
this. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Jonathan will provide September 7 devotions. 
 

Submitted by Jan Herr,  

LT Secretary 

Summary of 8-10-17 Leadership Team Minutes 



Please submit your  
information for  

CONTACT 
by the 15th  

of each month! 
 

Maryann Bruce,  
Church Office Manager and 

CONTACT Editor 
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Flower Meeting Process Returns 
Help Redeemer Schedule Some Event and Enjoy a Soup Supper! 

 
For a variety of reasons, the Flower Meetings were taken off the calendar. It’s now time for 
its return. The resurgence meeting will be held on Monday, September 18th. It will begin at 
6:30 p.m. with a light soup supper and we will be meeting in Fellowship Hall.  
 
Events for October, November, and December will be discussed and planned. A new event 
will be the primary focus of the meeting so that the Interim Pastor can better understand 
what the process is all about and how planning happens.  
 
The primary focus for the meeting is a new event called “The Great Parade.” It will be held 

on Thursday, November 2nd. Come and help get all the kinks out so it will be a phenomenal parade! 
 
Also, we will talk about Harvest Home, the Hanging of the Greens, Advent Services, and Christmas Eve. 
These special services and events are for the spiritual growth and joy of the 
entire congregation. The entire congregation should gather for the planning 
and organizing. We all have ideas. Sometimes the best ideas are never  
mentioned because the person who has the idea isn’t there.  
 
Since the meeting begins with a soup supper, it would be helpful to know how 
many are going to be there. Please let the church office know by Tuesday, 
September 12th via call, email, or note left on the desk and we’ll keep count of 
those interested in eating beforehand. 

Greeters 
Ushers 

Usher Captains 
Lay Readers 
Altar Guild 
NEEDED 

 
Remember to sign up for 

Sunday duties on the  
bulletin board across from 

the church office! 

Redeemer Choir Starts  
Wednesday, September  6 

 
Do you enjoy music?  Do you like to sing?  If so, why 
not  become a part of the choir this year.  Many voices 
make beautiful music as their voices blend with the  
different parts.  Join the practice at 6: 45 p.m.   

What a wonderful way to worship and rejoice in the Lord! 

 Hummelstown Arts  
Festival Ice Cream Stand  
    Saturday, September 16 
 
Once again, Redeemer is selling 
Ice Cream at the Hummelstown 
Arts and Crafts Festival,  

Saturday, September 16.  Shifts are 
available for set up, selling ice cream 
and clean up.  See the poster/sign up 
board near the sanctuary to sign up now! 
In previous years Redeemer has made 
over $600!  
 

Such a “sweet profit!” 
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Caring for Members of the Congregation 
 

There are times that members of the congregation need some spiritual support. The most common ones are 
when someone is admitted to the hospital, a member dies, or a family experiences some type of traumatic 
event.  
 

Last November, when the Leadership Team developed the Interim Pastor contract, the responsibility for 
providing these needs was given to the Leadership Team. This decision was based on the nature of a part-time 
pastoral ministry.  
 

The response to congregational needs was at best haphazard. Recently, the Leadership Team realized that 
some basic support had been missed. This prompted in-depth conversation during the July Leadership Team 
meeting. The chart to the left is the result of those conversations. 
 

Information about the need for support comes to the church office in several ways. They are most often from 
the member, from someone in the congregation, or from a facility, such as a hospital or nursing home. This 
plan suggests that a member of the congregation become the Member Support Coordinator. This person  
oversees the process. The proposal also requires the assistance of congregational members who provide the 
actual support; they are called caregivers.  
 

When information is received by the church office, the information is communicated to the Member Support 
Coordinator. The coordinator contacts the member or member’s family to verify the information that has been 
received. If the request for support still exists, the coordinator contacts a caregiver. The caregiver then follows 
through with the member. Together they figure out what the support looks like and the support is provided. 
The caregiver then reports to the coordinator. They decide if more support is needed or if the request has been 
completed. If more support is required, the caregiver contacts the member again. Regardless of the conclusion 
or continuation of the care, the coordinator gives an update to the church office.  
 
If Abraham invited Rebecca to come back for another visit, Rebecca would not need to communicate that to 

Isaac. She would 
need to let Sarah 
know about the  
ongoing support. As 
before, Sarah would 
follow up with the 
church office.  
 
The proposal  
ensures that needs 
are identified and 
provided. The  
member is the one 
who decides if  
subsequent visits are 
desired. The church 
office is kept in the 
loop. If support 
needs fall outside of 
the Caregiver’s skill 
set, the Leadership 
Team will decide the 
appropriate follow 
up.  
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   September Birthdays 
07-Joshua Bruaw 
07-John Ferris III 
09-Heather Juhala Maxwell 
11-Betty Showalter 
13-Erin Herr Enright 
16-Larry Barbour 
17-Dawn Glatfelter 
17-Melissa Conrad Harris 
18-Michael Wojdylak 
19-Jeannette Juhala 
19-Terry Thomas 

September Baptism Birthday 
 

             06-Leah Bickelman (1998)  

CONTACT Newsletter  
 

Thank you to Tom & Adrienne Bell for  
sponsoring this issue!  Almost 30 are mailed 
to those without email, so by sponsoring the 
CONTACT, it helps us offset the cost of the stamps 
and paper to print them.  The sponsorship list is on the 
bulletin board across from the office,  so please sign 
up now! It’s only $35. 

September Wedding Anniversaries 
 

01-Wes and Ann Bickelman (1984) 
07-Terry and Sharon Thomas (1974) 
09-Theodore and Janice Herr (1972) 
19-Richard Jr. and Monica Conrad (1988) 

September Worship Series 

The book study prompted some enthusiasm and excitement. We talked about 
Signs of the Spirit and Signs of the Times. These themes were bundled inside a 
premise about the future of Redeemer Church. This worship series is a spin-off  

              from the book study and the participants will be assisting in the presentation.  
 

Continued from last month, the Signs of the Spirit are four Greek words.  
And there is an inward and an outward nature to each of them. 

 

 

Diakonia is Doing God’s Story. The word deacon is an anglicized version.  
Traditionally, the deacons in the church are responsible for taking care of  
members of the church. They also take God’s story into the community in a  

              variety of ways. 
 

Koinonia is about Being God’s Story. The sense of fellowship, community, and 
togetherness embrace being. Even though Koinonia brings us together as people of 
God, it extends farther than us. It is acceptance of ideology and practice that  

              may make us uncomfortable. Acceptance is different than tolerance; the latter has 
              a sense of arrogance and condescendence that separates us from another. We need 
              to answer the question: Does it also separate us from God in any way? 

 

Rally Day is the morning we bring it all together. We will celebrate Everyone’s 
Birthday, to identify ways we will participate in the life of the church [lector, 
greeter, usher, counter, office assistant and more] during the following year.  

              Although neither Baptism nor Holy Communion are scheduled that day, it will be 
              a day we celebrate who we are and where we want to go. 

You Are Invited to a Concert of Blessing 
 

Join us at 7pm on September 23 at Faith United Church of Christ (1120 Drexel Hills Blvd, New Cumberland, 
PA 17070) with a "blast from the past" and a boost into the future, as we celebrate with the surrounding  
community the life and legacy of Faith United Church of Christ.  Various musical talents (including local 
church choirs, Medard's House youth, Central PA Womyn's Chorus and the River City Singers, and more) will 
share in the 'passing of the baton' from Faith UCC to Medard's House (www.medardshouse.org).  (Faith UCC 
will be holding its final worship service on Sunday, September 24 and more information on this final service is 
located on the flyer posted in Redeemer’s Narthex/Lobby). Be blessed as you join us for this musical evening! 

http://www.medardshouse.org/
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Used Stamp Collection 
 

I was glancing through the newsletter and saw the orange circle. If this is true, contact the 
church office and let someone know that you have a score of 2. Why do we collect stamps 
that have already gone through the mail and have been stamped by the post office or 
“cancelled?” I was actually reading the articles on this page. I was surprised to see the  
regular picture replaced with the orange circle. If this is true, please let the church office 
know you have a score of 5. We collect them for the Lebanon Valley Brethren Home in  

Palmyra.  A stamp dealer comes once a month to the Home and buys the stamps for collectors around the 
world.  Last year the Brethren Home made over $10,000 and that money is put toward unbudgeted items at the 
Home! So please clip off the used, actual stamp and put them in the basket in the narthex/lobby of the church, 
above coat rack labeled “stamps.”  

Hershey Food Bank 
 
A donation bin is located in the end 
classroom at Redeemer (by water 
fountain).  Current needs are: Canned 
meats and stews; Cereal; Chunky soups; Canned 
fruits/Applesauce; Baked Beans; Tuna; Pancake mix 
& syrup; Spaghetti and spaghetti sauce; Paper  
Towels; Diapers (sizes 4 thru 6); Adult Depends 
(med & lg); Shampoo; Laundry soap; Toothpaste; 
and Gift cards to local supermarkets.   
 
The Hershey Food Bank has been serving the Derry 
Township community for almost 50 years and is 
located at 120 E. Derry Road. Contact us at  
hersheyfoodbank@verizon.net  or call us at  
717-520-3143 to schedule an appointment.   

Child Sponsorship Coffee After Worship 
 

I usually read this page to make sure there are no 
changes. The orange dot caught my attention but it 
didn't keep me from looking at the whole page. If this 
is true, contact the church office and report your score 
as 8.  The Weekly Child Sponsorship Coffee offers 
hot, brewed Fair Trade coffee, by donation, during 
fellowship time, after worship. Funds raised go  
towards our three children Redeemer has sponsored 
since 2010 through Global Ministries. Funds help 
Sangay (from India), Moses (from Jamaica), and  
Metetwa (from Zimbabwe)! 

Moses Sangay Metetwa 

NEW Way to Order All Your 
Favorite Gift Cards  

Redeemer is now using an online  
program called Scripts for ALL gift card purchases, in 
which we get to keep different percentages of different 
store’s cards! Get your Giant and Karns Gift Cards, as 
well as Hundreds of Other gift Cards with this new  
program. Special Order Forms are available in the  
narthex/lobby and completed form with money is due 
no later than September 17th.  Please see Jan Stong 
with any questions. 

Donate Your Old Cell Phone to HopeLine 
 

Survivors of domestic violence typically can’t use their old mobile devices once they’ve left their abusers 
and HopeLine will refurbish your old cell phone to assist many in need.  Here’s how: 
 
1. Erase any data from the phone and disconnect the phone’s service with your wireless provider. 
2. Remove any storage cards and SIM cards from the phone. We thoroughly refurbish donated phones. 
3. Place your wireless phone from any service provider along with the battery, charger and any accessories   
    you wish to donate in a plastic bag in the bin above the coat rack in the lobby.  My score is $10. 

Help Needed for  
Hartman Center Fall Festival 

 
Hartman Center is needed all our help for 
their October 7th Fall Festival.  Bring a 
baked good to share/sell, help coordinate a 
Redeemer Silent Auction themed basket, 
donate items for the auction (gift cards, sports items, 
camping items…) and/or help with set up! Please be in 
touch with Jason Minnich at jmm267@gmail.com if 
you can help set up. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

2 

 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

3 

 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

4   Labor Day 

 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

5 

 
WW - 930 am 

AA - noon 
Love INC - 330 pm 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 715 pm 

6 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

7 

 
 

AA - noon 
Love INC - 330 pm 

WW - 6 pm 
LT Mtg - 7 pm 

8 

 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

9 

 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

10 

 
 

Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

11 

 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
OA - 730 pm 

12 

 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 715 pm 

13 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

14 

 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

15 

 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

16 

 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

17 

Rally Day 
Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

IPA - 630 pm 

18 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
Flower Mtg - 630 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

19 

 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 715 pm 

20 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

21 

 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

22 

 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

23 

 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

24 

 
Worship-915am 
Sunday School 

1045am 
AA - 3pm 

Hygate - 7 pm 

25 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
Book Study - 630 pm 

OA - 730 pm 

26 

 
 

WW - 930 am 
AA - noon 

AA - 630 pm  
VOP - 715 pm 

27 

 
 
 

AA - noon 
AA - 630 pm 

Choir - 645 pm 

28 

 
 
 
 

AA - noon 
WW - 6 pm 

29 

 
 
 
 
 

AA - noon 

30 

 
 
 
 

AA - 7 am 
AA - noon 

September 2017 
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